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Gateway holds first MCA Celebration during College Week 
 

Huntington – The Gateway Guidance Department had a new addition this year to their annual 
College Week, which is held during the shortened Thanksgiving week. Gateway joined 31 other high 
schools in the state taking part in the Massachusetts College Application Celebration (MCAC) during 
November and December. 
 
Gateway’s celebration opened with remarks from Chris Wystepek, the Director of Undergraduate 
Admissions at Western New England University, who serves on the Steering Committee for “Gear 
Up”—the organization sponsoring MCAC. “At Western New England, we’ve already seen more 
students apply for instant admissions than we had last year, and we are only halfway through our 
high school events,” Wystepek said.  
 
School Committee Chairperson Michele Crane also addressed the assembled high school students. “It 
takes a lot of people to provide your education and get you ready for college,” Crane said. “This 
includes your coaches, elementary teachers—everyone.” 
 
Crane added that, “The community is very interested in what you will do after you leave Gateway. 
We’re pulling for you and can’t wait to hear where you are going to school!” 
 
For Gateway seniors, the event recognized those who had completed at least one college application 
by November 22. Several colleges and universities were on hand to offer instant admissions to 
seniors applying to their school. In addition to Western New England University, Holyoke Community 
College, Springfield Technical Community College, and American International College were all on 
hand to offer instant admissions. In addition, Westfield State University and Mildred Elley College 
waived their online application fee for Gateway seniors that day.  
 
A total of 43 college applications were submitted and accepted by Gateway seniors that day. During 
the school-wide assembly that afternoon, seniors were called up to sign a banner that said “I applied 
to College”, along with the colleges/universities they had applied to. 
 
For Wystepek, spending part of his day at Gateway was time well spent. “We waive the application 
fee at these events, and we waive the essay, because we are meeting students face-to-face and 
don’t need to read about them,” he said.  “This is going to change the face of college admissions.” 
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Photo: Senior Phillip Glukhov signs the 

“I Applied to College” banner as part of 

Gateway Regional High School’s college 

application celebration, a new 

component of their annual College Week. 


